CRITICAL STUDIES - ART & DESIGN 

 Analysing Artworks 
USE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS TO ANALYSE THE WORK 

IF YOU FEEL THEY ARE RELEVANT:
CONTENT
Describe the work.  Imagine you are telling someone about it who cannot see it.

What do you think it is about?

What is the artist  trying to show or tell us?

What can you find out by looking at things closely?

MOOD / ATMOSPHERE:

If there are people - What can you tell about them, by what they wear or how they look?

Does the work convey any feelings? - ( happy, sad, calm, tense, angry, etc)

Is there be a reason for using certain colours?

How would you best describe the style of the work.

Does the work remind you of anything you have seen or felt before?

FORM:

How has the work been arranged?

Think about the composition -

Are there strong lines or angles that lead the eye?

What shapes have been used.  Are any shapes repeated?  

What kind of colour schemes are used:

Bright colours, dull colours, pastel shades?

Do the colours go well together or do some clash or stand out?

Is there one main colour, a small range or have a large variety of different colours been used?

Is there a variety of textures?
How large/small is the work?

PROCESS:

How do you think the work was made?  What materials have been used to make it.

What  tools, and techniques do you think have been used?

Do you think the artist looked at something directly or worked from memory or imagination?

Would the artist have, used supporting sketches, photographs etc?

Do you think it was a long or slow process?
Do you know when it was made?

How has the technique influenced the style of the work?
Another way of looking at artist's work is to decide what was the main reason for making the work and to see if it can be put in one of the following categories:

   a)  
Observational - taken directly from things seen

       
often showing us what something looks like

   b)  
Expressive - showing mood, emotions, feelings,

       
communicating an idea or opinion

   c)  
About visual language - exploring line, 

      
 tone, texture, colour, shape or form

   d) 
 Narrative - telling us a story

   e)  
Using materials - exploring the materials themselves

 
i.e., paint, clay, wood, metal etc -

       
exploring their characteristics, stretching their  


possibilities.

(This is good for generating discussion as many works fit into more than one category and you can discuss which is the most appropriate and give reasons for your choice)

Critical Studies Analysis Extension Work

The questions above are a good prompt for looking at work because they do not require a detailed art historical knowledge and concentrate on subject, composition, style and technique.

However, you can further research and demonstrate your knowledge if you explore the context of a piece of artwork.

Starting with - who did the work, where, and when, go on to consider:

What would life have been like at that time.

Consider what factors might have influenced the artist at this time.

What were other artists etc. doing around this period.

Was the artist part of a larger group or movement in art.

Did other people share this artist’s views.

Do you think their ideas or way of working have contributed to changes in the development of art.
