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Staff Presenting Tonight

Ms Foster – Deputy Headteacher

Mr Tatar – Head of Mathematics

Ms Hadjidaniel – Head of Science

Ms Coles– Head of English

Ms Smith – Assistant Headteacher
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Introduction to Year 10 

• Student feedback from current Y12s & 11s – “If Year 11 and Post 16 
information and ideas about learning had been introduced earlier to 
them, they would”:

• Have worked that bit harder to get even better GCSE grades

• Have put more effort and thought into their P16 ‘journey’

• Have made better use of the summers between 10 & 11 and 11 & 12

• Have hit the ground running in Year 10

“Onward Ever”
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Introduction to Year 10 
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In the Curriculum Area of Website, there is a link for everything 
about Year 11 Exams
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Introduction to Year 10 

“Onward Ever”

x9 pages of 
recommended
subject texts & 
FREE links to 
websites
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Introduction to Year 10 
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GCSE Mathematics
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Maths in year 10
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How to succeed in Maths

1. 100% attendance to all lessons and booster sessions. 

2. Practice and review topics using “MathsWatch”

3. Complete lots of practice papers. 
(including completing Mr Tatar’s “Predicted Papers”)

4. Be proactive in finding a member of the maths department if help is                      
ever needed. 
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The harsh reality of poor attendance! 

Students that achieved either 4,5 or 6 on 

average had attendance of 95.4%

Students that did not achieve grade 4 had 

on average attendance of 90.5%

Students that achieved a grade 7 and 

above had average attendance of 98.3%
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GCSE Science

• 9 lessons a fortnight

• AQA Combined Science Trilogy (8464)

• Progression to Post 16

“Onward Ever”
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Thinking about Careers

“Onward Ever”
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What GCSE Science looks like

•  2 Biology papers

•  2 Chemistry papers

•  2 Physics papers

• 1 hour 15 minutes exams

• 28 Physics equations

•  21 Required Practicals

•  2 GCSE grades 9-1

“Onward Ever”
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A higher exam question:

“Onward Ever”



Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow

Another higher question:
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The Science Plan for Year 10:

• Announcements on Teams

• Regular tracking tests

• Tracking Test on Wednesday 9th October

• Same test for all

• No final decisions about higher or foundation 
until year 11

• Core Assignments on Teams

• Summer Geography-Science Cross Curricular 
Project

• Holiday Reading Projects “Onward Ever”

Tracking Test #1

October Half Term
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Teams AND 
Kerboodle!

“Onward Ever”
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English at GCSE

• At the end of the GCSE course, your 
daughter will receive two grades 
from 9-1 in English, one for English 
Literature and one for English 
Language.

• Our exam board is AQA.

• Your daughter has 4 hours of 
English a week in a mixed ability 
class of between 21 and 24 pupils.

“Onward Ever”
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Paper 1 - Fiction Paper 2 – Non-Fiction

English Language 

• Consists of 2 exams at the end of Year 11.

• Paper 1 is on fiction texts and will test 
your daughter’s ability to read and 
respond to an extract as well as to write a 
piece of creative writing.

• Paper 2 is on non-fiction texts and will 
test your daughter’s ability to respond to 
2 non-fiction extracts (one modern and 
one 19th century), as well as to produce a 
piece of non-fiction writing e.g. letter, 
speech, article.

• Your daughter will also complete a 
spoken language endorsement . This will 
not count towards her GCSE 9-1  grade. 
Instead she will gain a simple Pass, Merit 
or Distinction alongside her actual 
grades. 
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An example 
question: 
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Paper 1

Paper 2
Power and 

Conflict

Unseen 
Poetry

English Literature 
Consists of 2 exams at the end of Year 11. In both 
Literature exams, your daughter will be writing 
analytical essays in response to a range of texts 
studied across the two years.

Those texts are:

Paper 1:

• ‘Jane Eyre' by Charlotte Bronte. This is being 
studied at the moment.

• ‘Macbeth’, by William Shakespeare (to be 
studied in Year 11)

Paper 2:

• ‘Power and Conflict’ Poetry- an anthology of 
15 poems based around the theme of power 
and conflict.

• ‘Leave Taking’ a play by Winsome Pinnock.

• Analysis of an unseen poem.
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“Onward Ever”

An example question: 

The Literature components of the 
exam are closed book so students 
are required to learn key 
quotations they can bring into their 
responses. 
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What the most successful students do:
• Attend intervention sessions regularly.

• Begin revision early - spacing out revision of 
topics throughout the year will help with recall 
of quotations, ideas and key skills.

• Re-visit class notes making use of resources on 
MS Teams. 

• Listen and respond to teacher feedback.

• Engage in class discussion.

• Read widely and regularly (reading list on the 
school website, non-fiction, school eLibrary).

• Re-read set texts

• Complete independent writing practice 
beyond the classroom.

• Keep on top of work and complete H/W to a 
high standard.

“Onward Ever”
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Sarah Smith
Assistant Headteacher - Improving Academic Outcomes  

“Onward Ever”

 GCSE grades and target grades

 What do successful students do?

 How as parents can you support?
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GCSE GRADING SYSTEM:



Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow

Target Grades

“Onward Ever”
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What do successful students do?

“Onward Ever”

 Talent

 Discipline

 Self Belief
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How can you develop these qualities?

“Onward Ever”

 Talent

 Discipline

 Self Belief
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Parents - How can you support your 
daughter?

“Onward Ever”

1. School Planners/Ms Teams 
2. Monitor her revision
3. Login to MathsWatch, gcsepod & MY 
GCSE Science. 
4. Quiet place, routine, revision 
timetable.
5. Space out her revision 
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Support

“Onward Ever”

Teachers, tutors, PAL, me
Progress Reports before Christmas Holiday
Parents Evening – 20th March 2024
Exam preparation information in Summer Term.
Ms Teams – Year 10 page for updates


