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KS4 Revision Techniques

Help! How do |
prepare for an
assessment?

e Know the exam boards for your subjects. You can
find all of this information on our school website.

e Download the specifications. Print them out if you
would prefer to work from paper than on a screen.

e Start by going through the specification for each
subject using red/amber/green to highlight your
confidence after each unit or topic.




You can create a simple tracker on

Word or Excel to monitor your revision:

Topic Confidence (RAG) | School Notes

1 Algebra DONE

2 Geometry DONE Always sketch diagrams!

3 Differentiation ﬁ DONE

4 Integration IN PROGRESS | Ask about areas under curves
5 Vectors _ DONE

6 Trig NOT STARTED

7 Exponentials NOT STARTED
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e Little and often: 20-30 minute slots with a break in
between is better than a long two hour session.

e Take an actual movement break between each 20
minute session — leave the room for a few minutes.

e Give yourself a reward for studying — allow yourself a
treat or some social media time at the end of each
complete session.




How do | study?

e Make notes on key points.

e Don’t just write notes, write questions to yourself
too! You will process the information actively, not just
passively write the information.

e Use the questions the following day to test yourself
as a “revision starter”.

You can google advice on how to

L take notes. The University of
\-.i.'_ f; Reading give great advice on
W <. their website that’s worth a look:

https://libguides.reading.ac.uk/reading/notemaking




Put notes where you will see them!

Stick essay plans, mind maps, key facts or vocabulary
around your study space at home or anywhere where
you look regularly (on the fridge is perfect).

You will subconsciously
absorb the information
without realising it!




How do | make flash cards?

e Google the specification for your subject

e Make sure you choose the correct specification for
your exam board

e This page is from AQA GCSE Science and is about
homeostasis

4.5.1 Homeostasis

Homeostasis maintains optimal conditions for enzyme action and all
cell functions.

=




How do | make flash cards?

4.5.1 Homeostasis

Homeostasis maintains optimal conditions for enzyme action and all
cell functions.




How do | make flash cards?

4.5.1 Homeostasis
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How do | make flash cards?

o The reverse side of the card is taken word for word from
the specification.

o Your aim now is to memorise the information and test
yourself.

You may decide that creating flash cards is not for you,
and there are lots of other ways to learn and memorise

content.
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Use mind maps or spider diagrams
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Your map subject goes in the middle of the page.

Add key ideas and draw lines connecting them to your
main heading.

Use key words or images for each piece of information.

Link new content to your current map.

Change the style, size or colour of items to represent
important content.

Use colours to represent themes or relationships.

r You might prefer to draw cartoons to summarise
and memorise a sequence of events.




How can my friends help?

Instead of writing a timed
essay, get together with your
classmates and have a debate
or discussion on a key topic.

This will help you to think and

express yourself clearly under
pressure.

With one or two classmates,
do some joint essay planning
or mind mapping — each of
you adds a new strand to the
mind map or spider diagram
in turn.




Where do | study?

Find the right study environment for you — if your
bedroom is too distracting, then use the kitchen table.

If these aren’t suitable for you, you can come in to school
early or stay after school to use S18, or you can even go to

your local library.




How can my friends help?

Write some question cards on a topic, get an old
board game and adapt it.

Answer a question for each roll of the dice.

Answer correctly, roll again, answer incorrectly
and you’ll do whatever penalty the game involves.

Each player needs to prepare a set of questions on
part of the topic used for the game, so you will
share the workload.

You will need to prepare ANSWERS as weII as

QUESTIONS!




Who can you talk to?

Please remember that if you are struggling with your
revision, we are here to help you! The people that you can
talk to are:

Please remember that if you are struggling with your
revision, we are here to help you! The people that you can
talk to are:

eYour subject teachers, or another teacher in the
departments

*Ms Smith, Ms Foster, Ms O’Brien, Ms Scott

eYour Progress and Achievement Leader or your Form Tutor
*Ms McGinley or any of the Teaching Assistant team

about organising
n silence, come and
any help.




After-school support

Homework club runs every
day from 3.20 - 4.15 in S18.

You are more than welcome to
come along for TA support with
homework or revision.




